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2, Tim. 2, 15. 
And that from a child thou haſt known the holy 


Scriptures , which are able to make thee wiſe 
unto ſakoation , through faith which is mm 


Chriſt Feſus. 


Fa HE words are part of St. Pauls reaſon- 
ka ing, by which heprefſeth Timothy to hold 


evil men, ſeducers, work him out of what he had 
bin taught : urging to this end both the autority 
of the Teacher, himſelf, who had ſecur'd the truth 
of his dodrine by infallible evidence; and. be- 
yond that, as if that were a more effe&ual enforce- 
ment, preſling him with his own education in the 
Scriptures ; how he had bin nurſtup in that faith, 
ſucktthe Religion with his milk, that it was grown 
the very habit of his mind , that which would 


ſtrengthen him into a perfe& man in Chriſt, and 
B make 
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make him wiſe unto ſalvation if he did continue in 
the faith and praQtiſe of it; which he proves in 
the remaining verſes of the Chapter. 

In the words read there are three things obſer- 
yable. 

1. Here isa ſtate ſuppos'd, Salvation ; and put 
ro0 as of ſuch concernment , that attaining it is 
lookt uponas wiſdom ; wiſe unto ſalvarion. 

Now fince true wiſdom muſt expreſs it ſelf both 
in the end that it propoſeth, and the means it 
chooſeth for that end to be purſued with and at- 
tain'd by , and take care both theſe have all condi- 
tions that can juſtify the undertaking , and ſecure 
the prudence of it, and this wiſdom to ſalvation 
thereforemuſt ſuppoſe both theſe;tn order tothem 
both we have here 

2, That which with all divine advantage does 
propoſe this end , and alſo does preſcribe moſt 
perfe& means for the attaining it; and that 1s 
Holy Scripture through faith which is in Chriſt Feſus. 
F hou haſt known the holy Scriptures which gre able to 
make thee wife unto falvation, through faitbmhich is 
in Chriſt Zeſus. Holy Scripture probably of the Old 
Teftament ; for there was hardly any other Zimo- 
thy could know from a child, ſcarce any other be- 


ing 


And Uſefulneſs of Holy Scripture. } 
ing written then, The faith of that then through 
the faith which is in Chriſt Zeſas , that is , rogether 
with the faith of all things neceſſary to be known 
concerning Chriſt, is meant. Now fince St. Zohn, 
after the view of all that the other three Evangeliſts 
had wrote concerning Chriſt, adding his ſtory al- 


ſo ſays, that Chriſt * did and ſpoke more then what * John 20.39 


is written , yet affirms moſt pofitively that zhoſe * 
things were written that we might believe that Feſus 
is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and believing might have 
life through his name ; and ſo enough is written for 
that faith which is in Jeſus that is neceſſary to eter- 
nal life : therefore the Holy Scripture of the Old 
Teſtament,together with the faith of what is writ- 
ten in the New, is that which St. Paul affirms is 
a to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. 

. Here is the advantage 7imoethy had above 0- 
as as to Faith in thefe, and conſequently the far 
greater obligation to continue in it. He had known 
them from a child. And that from a child thou haſt 
known tbe koly Scripture, 4xc. 

The firſt thing that does offer it ſelf to our con- 
fideration is the ftate ſuppos'd , Salvation. But 
becauſe my Text ſuppoſes it, I ſhall do ſo too, nor 
ſhall think it needful to prove here, that there is 
B 2 ſ\uch 


ed 
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ſuch a ſtate , nor conſequently that all thoſe are 
ſtupid, who propoſe not to themſelves this ever- 
laſting ſafety for their main end, and by ſtri& 
care in the. duties. of Religion and. Gods ſervice 
aime at it ; for if that ſtate be granted, nay if it 
be but poſſible , it muſt be granted that there can 
be no ſecurity but in doing ſo, nor conſequently: 
any wiſdom without being wiſe thus unto, ſalvation. 

But then if this were granted, that the-wiſeſt 
thing man could propoſe to himſelf, were by ſtri&: 
care in all the. duties of Religion to defign Gods 
honor and' his own falvation ;- ſtilt-, as to the 0- 
ther part of prudence which conſiſts in the choice 
of means, we are to ſeek for: that Religion 
we are to purſue this end by and attain it; 
fince there are ſo many and- ſo oppoſite Reli- 
gions in the word , that 'tis not eafier to recon- 
cile them, then to make peace betwixt enemies and 
contradictions, And it alwaies was ſo; for ex- 
cepting that mankind agree'd ſtill in the notion of 
the neceſlity of Religion , that all-had apprehen- 
fions of inviſible powers above: us, and differ'd 
not much in the rules of- Juſtice and Morality, in 
other things there was no' nearneſs, Almoſt from 
the beginning there was more variety of Gods then 
Nations 
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Nations,I had almoſt ſaid then Worſhippers. Beaſts. 
were their Sacrifices and their Deities , and there- 
fore the votaries were certainly no better, Vices 
alſo were their worſhips ; things which their Ci- 
ties and their Camps would not. endure, found: 
Sanfuary in their Temples ; and the aftions which 
were whipt in the Judgment-hall, were their pie- 
ty in the holy places. And tho. ſome wife men 
among them found good reaſon tb decry this, yet 
they knew not what to takeup inthe ſtead. I need 
not add the preſent differences of the world, even 
$ that call'd Chriſtian too , great part of which as- 
heretofore they ſeal'd their faith with their own 
blood, now ſeal it inthe blood of all that differ-is3.55.54 


from them; and by their-perſecutions hope to me- 5m 69.675. 
rit Heaven more, then thoſe did:hope to 'gain it by-unnnei me 
their Martyrdoms. But theſe I need not add to %. ym 2 
make up this into a demonſtration,that it is impoſ- = fry 


Hg1ws 040v7ty 


ſible for lapſed men, ſo far as:they are left-to them. cm; mes, 


Troy Nile Aoi 


ſelves, and have no other guide to follow but their « = awe 


tx A873 wtyos T 


reaſon, to find out what they are to believe- 0 dine dey 
poty £946 Txt 


God, and how to ſerve him, and ſave themſelves, 4 3 4504 


id. Fuſi im. 


The a Fathers and® Philoſophers too , conclude that Mart, m—_ 


wecan learn from none but God, what we muſt un- #4. 44 $+- 


rapionem form. ty. 


derſtand of. God ; who muſtbe known only as hez: 9 19+ 


edit, Par. 1672. 
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himſelf is pleas'd to revele himſelf. His worſhip 
alſo, how he will be ſerv'd , and what obſervanceg 
he does require, or will admit, fince it depends on © M 
his own good pleſure, therefore without his di. ll Ri 
reftions 'tis in vain to hope to pleaſe him with I n: 
our Religious ſervice whatever it be,and by conſe. I th 
quence impoffible without his guidance and af. I tt 
_ fiſtance to acquire the end of all our Service and I h 
Religion, the ſalvation of our fouls. So that how wiſe | L 
ſoever he be who does propoſe this bleſſed end to | f1 
himſelf, if yet withall he be not ſome way from Þþ *: 
the Lord inſtructed by what means he muſt pur- Þ| ſe 
ſue that end ,, and do not make choice of, and uſe 
thoſe means, it is impoflible he can be wife unto | 
ſalvation. Now for this St. Paul aflures us moſt | 
expreſfly, here we may be furniſhed : For he ſaies, |! 
The Holy Scriptures are able to make us wiſe unto ſal. 
wation , through faith which is in Chriſt Zeſus, 
And he does afſert this on the very. ground we 
mention'd , for they are @correway infvir'd by 
God ; they come from him. All which muſt be 
made outin the next place. 

That thoſe Holy Scriptures which St. Pau] firſt 
mentions.thoſe of the Old Teſtament were fo, and 
did contain ſufficient revelation both of God, and 

| of 
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of the way of worſhip of the Jews, that Nation 
s | did ſo perfedtly believe, that neither Sufferings.nor 
1 Þ Miracles could perſwade the contrary ; neither the 
. Roman perſecuters that deſtroy'd their worſhip, 
| E ror the Son of God that chang'd it, could yet take 
them off fron Moſes and his Scriptures. Now that = 
this Moſes led that Nation out of Egypt with an 
high hand, and made himſelf their. Prince and 
Law-giver,multztudes of * forreign Hiſtories of the . 746. -«71- 


0. t, 36. Diod, 


firſt times , and the beſt account aſſure us : whoſe 5 Sicul 1. Str 
ol. 16. Plinius 


relations we cannot queſtion as deriv'd from them- 3». Teri Hi 
$. Foſeph. contra 


ſelves, becauſe they hated Jews beyond all poffi- Apionen men- 


tions many 9- 


bility of ſuch compliance. But the® Scriptures alſo 4.r. 
J cell ns, how in Egypt by ſtrange wonders, (ſuch as 7 yg 
their Magicians could not imitate not bear, who 
tho they had permiſſion to do ſome, it was that 
ſo they might appear to be outdon the more mi- 
raculouſly , themſelves confefling Gods hand in 
thoſe prodigies) Moſes wrought on the Egyptians to | 
give leave the people ſhould depart: and how 
when yet notwithſtanding that leave grven they 
were purſu'd, he made way for them throngh the 
* Sea by Miracles, which was a rampart and defence xo. :4.2:. 
to them, a ruineto their enemies : How they were 


sfed for bery years withManna raining down from «xo. 16.rg. 
Deut. 8. 24. 
Heayen 
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Heaven in the wilderneſs :' and that they might 

depend on Providence for their daily proviſion, i 

when he forbad them to take care or gather for the iſ 

motrow.,. whatſoe're their greedineſs or want of 

Exod. 1620. faith: provided;ſtrait bred , worms and-ſtank;: ex- 

cept that'on the Sabbath eve., to keep off ſuch cares 

from the day of their Religion, they gather'd doy- 

» Exod. 6:24 ble-which b corrupted not.: How when they muti- 

ned for fleſh', would have variety , Paradiſe in the 

-- wk deſert , ſuch great plenty of © Quailes flew to them 

| as fed the whole Nation till their very luſt was ſur- 

/ fetted; and they had no more will then hunger 

F to them ; How Moſes Rod did ſtrike a living ſtream, 

\. . a River that ſuffic'd that people and their cattle out 

;Num.20.8- Of a* Rock : How in the midft of lightning and 

E thunder-God himſelf promulgated his Law © to the 

whole Nation audibly at once : How his glorious 

preſence ſhew'd it ſelf in all neceſſities upon the 

Ark,in whichthe Tables of the Law were laid up: 

4Josh.3 16- How the waters of the river * Zordan fled from that 

Ark-both waies, flow'd upwards to give paſſage 

to the people-into Cangan:; How the walls of * e- 

ricks without; any other battery , -any other force 
but that the Ark was there, fell down before it. 

But--to name no more, If theſe be true ; that 

*y | power 


* Exod. 20. 


e Joh. 6. 20. 


il 
e 
f 
$ 
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power!by' which theſe were wrought, was great 
choughto'pive-that Law, require obedienceto it, 
and reward it, and to puniſh all tranſgreflion ac- 
cording to the. tenor of theſe Scriptures: that-is, 
ic was God k;" and he that wrote'thoſe. Scriptures 
muſt have had commmnication with, amt -bitiin= 
ſpir'd from, God to write them, Buty: | 
2. Whether they were true or no according as 
they are recorded: in zhofe Scriptures; that-whole 
people. from the greateſt: almoſt to the leaft muſt 
know 3 becauſe'they are-recorded as: all don, not 
only in the' preſence of them all;, but as the ob- 
jets and theentertainments of theirſenſes, every 
one; ſo thatif they were forg'd, not one of the 
whole Nation'could be ignorant of it. And then, 


3. If they knew them forg'd all; that * 600000 Nom. 2.32. 


men, befides their- wives: and finilie: ſhouldren- 
dure this Moſes , having brought them forth only 
mo: £wilderneſs, there to lay. ſuch a heavy Law, 


and fo fevereia yoke npon'them',” with :fuch penal-: 


ties annext/to every leaſt tranfgreflion ; and adjure 
themto obſerve it on the acconnt of all rhoſe pro- 
dipics- that Had :bin wrought among ithem3 and 
upbrait them with:ſtiffneckedneſs.,,vebellion,'and 
-ppeal © totheir own ſenſes for the trath of 'all this, 
C and 


Num. 11. 21- 


10 \ The Divine Autority, 


and record all to poſterity in-this Scripture, cauſe 
all to-be read before them. ; and that. they ſhould 
bear all this from him they knew ſo impudent a de- 
ceiver , and conveigh that Scripture and the faith 
of it to their-poſterity , ground their ſo ſtrict , fo 
chargeable Religion on that book, which they were 
certain had no word of truth in it : this ſure tran- 
ſcends belief and pollibiltty. 

'Tis certain: therefore, fince the Jews of that 
age did perform the ſervices requir'd, and in per- 
forming them according as that book direfts, did 
teach their children the great works that God had 
don in their fight, therefore they believ'd thoſe Mi- 
racles and'Scriptures. And ſince tt was impoſſible 
that they ſhould be deceiv'd;if they believ'd them, 
they were true : and their poſterity receiv'd from 
| them the faith of this, and ſo,deriv'd it on | that 
neither Gods dread judgments , nor mans cruelty 
can yet ſhake it. Now had they not bin don,and on 
that account conveigh'd; when ever they ' were 
broacht,, and that book frit appear*d, the men of 
that agz muſt needs know their Fathers never had 
performdſuchfervices, had ſuch a: book Tread to 
them conftantly.,: noÞ-tald thenr;of ſnch{ Miracles: 
that had bin wrought : | and therefore: 'twas im- 

© poſlible 


> 
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poſſible that they could have believ'd it had bin ſo 
from Moſes, if it had bin true that it had firſt be- 
gun to be taught in their own time, or in theirs 
with whom they liv'd. And this diſcourſe muſt be 
of force concerning every age, if we aſcend until 
' we cometo that of Moſes wherein all was effefted, 
Yet befides this, they had alſo that perpetual Mira- 
cle in the Hiph Prieſt's Pe&oral,the Oracle of Vrim: 
and Zhummim , that did keep alive their faith and 
ſtrengthen it :- and they had Prophets conſtantly 
forctelling,as from God things thar-were-fomtimes 
ſuddenly to come to paſs, and ſomtimes not till 
many ages after, the event of -which depended of- 
ten on the will of thoſe that -would-not of ſome 
hundred years be born 3 others 6n Gods own im- 
mediat wilt and hand : and therefore none but 
God could look into, foreret, and bring to paſs all 
thoſe events; Now ſuch were Zeremies prediftions 


of the taking of Zery/alem, and the captivity of the 


people, and the expreſs number of* years it would 725 
continue; Efays naming * Cyrue,who was to releaſe, 1444 627, 


it, near two handred years e'te he was'botn'; Att” 
Daniels prophecies , particularly that moſt eminent 


one of the© Meſſiah this Chriſt Feſus,of whoſe Scri-/Pen- 9g. 24 


ptures we.are next to ſpeak. 
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That hae Feſus , whom Cornelius Tacitus 
the heathen hiſtorian in the - fifteenth book 
of his Annals, calls ;Chriſtianz ; Jogmatis . auto- 
rem ,, the * Author of the Chriſtian - Dofrige , 

7c. An.t.x5. did work Miracles , andpropheſy , both ®* Jews 
_ Ms and learned © Heathens-do confeſs, Buttheſe 


Marti. ag: Books tell. us , hen he weft: began :to- preach; 


Fun Spit, the Sabbath Pans - wn at even, when the whole 
_ City was, aſſembled, he  heal'& all their; ſick, and 
caſt. out many Devils.,whichconfelt before all, chat 

he was the Son of * God; Then he caſt out a Legion of 

11,73 ſuch miſchievous malign Spirits, as having got li- 
cenſe,drove two thouſand: Swine headlong;'into the 

Sea & choakt them, which was known to. the whole 

ee my, COUnmry of the © Gadarens, i Before the! Phariſees 
«-Lv-8. and Doftors, that came out of all the .Cities both 
of. Galilee;and Fewry,and,Zeruyſulem., and ſo great a: 

crowd as: forc'd them to unroof rhe houfe to come 

to him., he freed one from his * palſy and his fins. 
Les A multitude was witneſs of the death of 5 Zairus's 
Rs ; danghrer ,-/and beweiling: her !laughe himto, ſcorn; 
t-undertook to raiſe her, yet he call'd her into 

life. -And'on a feaſt day in the S4elin before all 

+l Dia uy .the- 
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the people, he recover'd one that had lain lame 
® eight and thirty years : and when a widows ſon » john 5, 
was carried to his funeral, and all the City follow'd -/ 
him, he only toucht the bier , and bid him © live. « Luc. -. 
With two fiſhes and five loaves he fed © 5000 men « ye c 
befides women and children, and with what they jos > 
left: they fill'd twelve baskets , when one basket tar- ® ©. 
ried all before they ate; ſo that they were con- 
vinc'd , he was that Prophet that was to come into 
the world : and with ſeven loaves he fill'd © 4000 © Mar. 15; 
afterwards and ſeven baskets. He comman- 

fed a dumb ſpirit out of hint that had bin * Luna- { Mat. 17. 
tic , vext with a Devil from his infancy,before the Luc. 5. 
people and theiScribes , whom: his Diſciples could 
not caſt our, And when ® Lazarus had bin dead © /%® 17: 

four dates, and buried till he ſtank , yet at his call, 

altho bound hand and foot with grave .cloaths,, 

he came forth,all the multitude: beholding. From 

ſu many more I chofe out theſe, becauſe they are re- 

ported don before the people,and the Scribes, and 

Pharifees,and Doftors. I might name his* Prophe- jt 3 

cies of the deftruftion of Jeraſalels.andof the pro- © 21 

pagation and' continuance of his Religion;even of. 

the womans box of * Spikenard, which.event hath , w. «c.- 


M 
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made notorious to the world. But his death 


was ſo even at the preſent: when if the rending 
© Mat, 29. 


Mar. r;, Of the © veil of the temple was apparent Miracle 


Jab 1s, to all Jeruſalem, the ſuns prodigious Eclips, when 


it was impoflible by nature he ſhould be eclips'd 

. C it being then full moon, ) was ſo tothe whole 

.. Hemiſphere. It ſerves the uſe I am to make of this, 
Phlegon apud O- 


rig: cons Cele that 'tis here recorded , but withall Heathen © Hi- 
[ 2. p.Y0o.Euſcb. - . . 

ad bn. 42 ſtorians and Chronologers _ witneſs to it; for 
ann.4 Philop.(g 

Georg. Syrcel, When they relate that in the 4® year of the 202 
Thallus apud 4&- 


frieen-id.Seat. Olympiad , the year that is afſign'd to Chrift's 


aximad. a 


Euſeb Chron p death, there was ſuch a great Eclipſe as never 


mu nes had bin, day at noon turn'd into night, the ſtars 


76.0 p. 84 appearing , and earthquakes as far as Bythynia, 


Ag Tertull. A 


—_—_ .& ſince 'tis apparent by the motions' of the Heavens 


age Tecium and the calculations of Aſtronomy, there could be 


8+ ſcribit 079. none ſuch then according to the courſe of nature, 
it muſt be this the Goſpel ſpeaks of, But beyond 
all this, *tis regiftred here,that according as he had 
Mar 28127: foretold, he rais'd himſelf from death the* 3% day; 
Join-24 yea and many bodies of the Saints that had bin 
buried, long it may be ſome of them, he rais'd 
with him. That notwithſtanding all the art and 
treachery of the Cheif Prieſts to conceal it, yet 
*Mar.16.9. that very day he appear'd * Firſt to Mary Magd- 
dalen, 


Me mm. 
Imam prom em omg wm "Pn ay es cry 
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dalen, * 2% the Women, 3? » Peter, 4"? ro them = 
that went to® Enians, laſt of all on that day to the <2 —"S 
Eleven "except Thomas , being ſeen and handled *V-36-37. 41. 
by and eating with them; 6" eight daies after 
to the ſame eleven with © Thomas; 7" at the John 2c. 24, 
ſea of fGalilee appearing in a a of fiſhes: (John 21. | 
$7 ro all his Difciples and * 500 Brethren more ar 15.6. 
in Galilee, then to James, * then to all his Apo-'' 7 
ſtles, promiſing them the ' Holy Ghoſt; and laſt- :1,c 2, 49. 


Att. 1.45. 


ly all of them beholding he * aſcended into Hea- tv *;, 
ven,and ten daies after as he promiſed ſent the 'Ho- 13622, 
ly Ghoſt upon them in the ſhape of fiery tongues, 
N as that they ſpoke all Languages immediatly, to 
\amazement of the Jews of every Nation un- 
Heaven to which they were ſcatter'd , that 
the” Miracle might ſpread as far. 

Now if all chis be true, he that did theſe muſt 
have communication with a power above all that 
we account the powers of Nature ; ſuch an one 
moſt certainly as can perform whatſoever he i in, 
this book promiſes, inflit what e're he threatens; 
fuch as is divine. And fince he wroughr all theſe, 
on purpoſe toevince he came commiſtion'd from 
that divine: powerz:brought theſe Miracles as ſeals 
of that commitfion,that we might believe him,ther- 
fore 
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fore whatſoever he delivers muſt be embrac't by 
us, as we hope for thoſe blefled rewards that he 
propoſeth, and on pain of thoſe eternal torments 
if we donot ; of both which it is not poſſible to 
doubt if cheſe accounts be true. 

2% Since the moſt and greateſt of theſe muſt 
be don but once ; he could rot be incarnated, and 
born, and live, an preach, and dye,and riſe again, 
and go to Heaven every day, of.every age, in every 
place, to convince every man by his own ſenſes; 
to all thoſe that did not ſee the matter of fa&,there- 
fore faith of all theſe muſt be made by witneſſes. 
And | 
2% If we can be ſure the witneiſes that do af. 
. ſert a fa& underſtand it exaltly, if the things be 
palpable, and they muſt certainly know whether 
they were really don or no; and if we can be 
ſure too, that they are ſincere, will-not affirm that 
which they do not know , and do not lye, their 
teſtimony of it muſt be moſt infallible : becaufe it 
1s impoſlible ſuch witneſſes can be deceiv' d,or will 
deceive, 

4 The witneſſes in this caſe;the Apoſtles ank 
Fi 79 Diſciples ( for I'le name; no:mare )j muſt: 
needs know moſt'perfely: For they not only ſaw, 

the 
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the Miracles , but were * inſtruments and parties in 
ſome of them; ſent to cure diſeaſes, caſt out 
Devils, and knew whether all this were in earneſt. 
And mot certainly they ſaw ( as all the Jews did 
too ) Chriſt-crucified , his heart peirc't with a 
ſpear , and his body buried ; and whether they 
did ſee him riſen, handle him, and cat with him 
they knew. And if chey might mistake in his Aſcen- 
ſion, yet the fiery tongues , if ſuch did light on 
them, they mult needs ſee; and whether they them- 
ſelves,who ſpoke no Languages, could then ſpeak 
Tongues, it cannot be but they muſt know. In theſe 
there is no poſlibility they could err, unleſs they 
did it wilfully : but then *tis as impoſſible that 
they could do it willfully, if they were ſincere and 
honeſt, ſuch as would not lye. 

Now that they were ſuch, I might urge their 
ſimplicity and openneſs, without diſguiſe, not 
covering their own errors; men who ſeem*d-to 
live as well as preach againſt all artifice, and to 
have no defign on any thing but the amendment 
and ſalvation of mankind. For he that can ſup- 
poſe it poflible that they were otherwiſe, men of 
art: and fineſs, that they contriv'd the ſtory , 
muſt needs know; Firſt , that ſuch would not ſeal 

D their 
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their falſchood with their blood; defign no recom- 
penſe to all their travels but contemt, and 
hatred, perſecutions, prifons., whippings , 
wounds and death, tobe the ſcum and the off. 
ſcouring the world; lay out their lives againſt their 
conſcience to preach that Zeſus, who did only 


'* call them out to be a* ſpetacle to all the world, 


juſt ſuch as Malefa&ors when expos'd to fight with, 
and to-be devour'd of wild beaſts. Their ſuffter- 
ings are too known to ſtay upon : S* Pauls own 
catalogue of his for five whole. verſes 2 Cor. 11, 
is ſuch, -that to ſuſtain them only for this end, to 
put a cheat on mankind ; count a fo labori- 
ous, vext, torn, miſerable life and an in- 
famous death gain , ſo the fable might be beleiv*d: 
to think they could do this, is ſure as great a 
madneſs as to do it. | But yet I will ſuppoſe that 
poſſible ; that thoſe who wove the fable pleas'd 
themſelves ſo infinitely with the expeQations of im- 
poſing on mankind, as that thoſe hopes could make 
miſery and death it ſelflook lovely to them. But 
Then 2% that all and every of them ſhould be 
of that mind, that amongſt ſo. many that bare 
witneſs of Chriſts Miracles and' refaurre&ion: not 
2 man ſhould diſcover the chear; that when their 
perſecutors 


"ſs 
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perſecutors did with arts of torment as it were 
examin them upon the rack, they ſhould work 
not one fingle confeſſion” out of them ; that no 
ones conrage ſhould be broke, nor have 2 qualm 
ſo far as to acknowledg how it was, diſcloſe the 
plot, lay open the confederacy, the whole myſte- 
ry and the contrivance of it: When of twelve 
Diſciples one was ſo falſe to betray his Maſters 
perſon at a vile rate , yet that all of them, and 
many more, in a feign'd ſtory of his Miracles 
ſhould beſo true to one another, that no. engin of 
mans cruelty ever could ſcrew out the ſecret , 
not one ſhould betray the forgery and be a Zu- 
das where he' ought to be: no not that Zudas, 
whoſe concern it - was, whoſe treaſon to his 
Maſter had bin juſtified had he bin an impo- 
ſtor :. yet that he ſhould ſtir no leaſt ſuſpici- 
on of - it, but ſhould burſt, choake with his 
oreif becauſe he' had betray'd innocent blood: 
This, if he knew it had all bin impoſture , muſt 
be moſt ſtupendous: -. | | 
But yet we will give them this too, that vain- 
lorious hopes of drawing in the world to fol- 
jt them , might make all of them ' obſtinate in 
ſecreſy againſt all attemts of cruelty ; or if ſome 
D 2 weak 
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weak nts did perchance- diſcover, we may 
not have heard of it. But 

For them 3®? to begin their preaching. at Zeru- 
falem is yet more: ſtrange. To hope to draw-men 
into a perſwafion, and to bottom that perſwa- 
ſion upon Miracles, and a refurre&ion don a- 
mongſt them there, where if diſcovery were made 
it muſt be made, and where it could not but be 
made if there were fraud. For to relate and 
write thoſe works with every. circumſtance. of 
perſons, place, and time, where they not on- 
ly could examin eyery circumſtance, but where 
they rather then their lives would find them falſe, 
if nothing elſe would, this muſt needs diſcover 
it. They preach them to the face of the whole 
multitude and of the Phariſees, and tell them they 
were don before their eyes, ſomtimes; 500. and 
ſomtimes 5000 being by andthe cheif Preifts and 
Phariſees and Dodors : ſo that 'twas moſt impoſ- 
fible they ſhould not know if they were true or 
falſe, as ſure as there was never-a Jew in all the 
Land, but knew whether there: were a darkneſs 
over. all the. land when Chriſt was crucified. Now 
if theſe were forg'd to hope to draw Zews. out of 
their Religion with apparent forgeries, which 

they 
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they knew ſuch, fpeaks theſe Apoſtles men*ſo 
far from art to manage a deſign of changing the 
Religion of. the workd, that they were mad be- 
yond recovery and prefident. 

But let ns give them that too, Yet tis. certain 
4" that the Jews, if. any ſuch were wrought on 
by them,muſt be nuch more ſtupid to believe them- 
upon the account of ſuch things don in all the 
country , in their: Cities , and the Temple , be- 
fore all the Natton , when they could not chooſe 
but know they were not don, if they were not 
don, but were fain'd all. For whatever might 
be motive to Chriſts followers and his Apoſtles , 
with the certain danger of their lives to- forge 
the cheat, what poſſible temtation could there 
be ſo great to incline Fewes , the moſt ſtiffnecked 
people, the :moſt_ ſtubborn in Religion in the 
world, to embrace a faith which nothing but the 
Croſs and ſhame and miſery attended, and which 
they muſt know falſe too ?' Had: they 'ſo- great luſt 
to dye; as for that to” bid farewel to their Moſes; 
their Religion and their Law ? It is impoſible had ' 
they not known the truth of thoſe things, that 
in waters of affliction., in Jeruſalem, ip/es perſe-- 
cutionum fontibus, in that fountain, that fpringhead 
D 3 *E of 
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of perſecutions., as the Fathers call it;they would 
ever have'bin-baptiz*d: into-Chriſt. 

Yer ſuddenly tv dae day'rat one ſermon of S' 
Peter we read near 30bd were baptiz'd. AG. 2. 
atanother trait. 5000 Af. 4. and ſuch begin- 
nings ; fuch ſums are requir'd to make gootd what 
';; 4% impxithe Governor 'of iPaleſtine? Tiberianuz tells the Em- 


ans code peror,that he was nor» ſufficient to put to death all 

Tegizvs thoſe thar confeſt themſelves Chriſtians. All which 

-muft meeds have either bin convinc't thoſe'things 

 weretrue, orelſe. as well againſt their conſcience 

as againſt the powers, thus 'embrac't that faith and 
death-togethery:: tor tent fi i eg nn 

Neither was'this a/firſt-ſurprize of Chriſtianity, 

as it had ſeiz*'d mens minds at unawares; for it 

went on conquering till the world came into it, 

recelving the Religion: withithe lofs of all that was 

dear to them'/in this world, For-ih one age from 

Chriſts death, what with the Apoſtles ſermons, mi- 

wrap racles, and * writingsalfo to'confirm and keep men 

OP tink in the truth,and to:con veighit better toipoſterity, 

he rk pho fit Þ os int! Baie hn od wil 

he would leave in writing withthem a monument of that doftrine which had bin delivered to them by 

preaching. Nor did they. give over till they had prevail d; which when Sc Peter knew by revelation of the H. 


G. #0-Fivess Th F avdpwy TpoFuwic being extremly pleasd with that deſire and their earneſmeſs m it, He 
approv'd, it and appointed it t0 be read #u. their afſenblj.. c. } m—_— Es EY 


' 


and 
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and their diſciples after them , who went forth 
d delivering thoſe writings, preaching on, and ©** ng 
doing wonders alſo, very many Nations are recor= 
ded by Hiſtorians as converted almoſt wholly. 
And the truth of it is evident, fince nothing but 
almoſt whole Nations, nor yet they but as buoy'd 
up by the wonders and the graces of Cods ſpirit, 
ever could be able to endure, or be ſufficient to 
employ the Swords, the Flames, the Lions, and 
the other numberleſs tortures which the Tons and 
Nero and Domitian, and above all 7rajan in that firſt 
age rag*d with , till they made their Cities, vil- 
lages and provinces ſo deſolate,that the Procoriſul 
Pliny, beirig frighted with the multitude of mur- 
der'd Chriſtians, did adviſe with him about re- 
laxing his edi&s., as he himſelf * affures us, 

It was the ſame the next age, when/the power 
of Miracles* yet liv'd, and thoſe -which Chriſt * 7:90or4'. 


Curm T1 ph. ”R 
himſelf wrought were ſcarce all dead, (ſome *liv?'d «e224 52 


311.iren.7.2.c. 


till near that time; who.roſe up- with him, at his F697 
reſurre&10n;) when theſe*; books, (writ by the will meaos pole 


Haarian. a= 


of God to be the pfllar and foundation of mens pure! 4c: | 


4 Faf?. Mart. 4- 
faith in after ages, as ſaith © renzexs in that age,) *.p. 98. 


were alſo -read-in the afſembilies weekly 3 when * © * 
not only thoſe that did aflemble were by * Ha- 
drian. 
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-74-Ma.4 drian martyr'd, but they put mento their oaths, 


0947 4*to find out whether they were Chritiansthut _ 


Ec left V;- _ 
nn'5 mig maſſacre them. | 


ra. Andin the 3*it was the like, when Miracles they | 


tyr. ſuornm & 


md Eucs.s.. fay were notsyet ceaſt, yet ſure the greateſt was the 
12% 2* conſtancy of Chriſtians in adhering t6 this book & 


by 562 op patience in ſuffering for it. For they report the 
pics” © fandson the ſea ſhore almoſt as eaſy tro be num- 
26% 15- bred as the Martyrs of that age ; what by * Yaleri- 
-.jers inter. an , Decius, Maximinus and Severus, but eſpeciall y 
nds Tt, by ® Diocleſian, who put ſo many men to death for 
"Za. 19:2 not delivering up their Bibles to be burnt, and re- 
-4-z«#+:3 . fuſing to Sacrifice to his Gods, as if he.meant to 
Seu Gol ' have depopulated the whole earth. And this is as 
c. 25. Jgnatii 


7err.4n:izeh. NOCOTIOUS as that men do now profeſs that they 
Itera5- apu 

Scthigd ment are Chriſtians, and that theſe are holy Scriptures. 
remp.15 p.496 

Sonded annum Therefore T-ſhall need to go no further. 


302. 4 : | 
Now among ſo'many myriads who on the ac- 


count of all theſe Miracles-( whate're they were ) 

{uffer*d themſelves to: be :converted to the. faith 

of Chriſt, and then as if-they car'd for nothing 

but Religion and their Bibles, for them bore the 

loſs of goods, and. life it ſelf, and engag'd- their 

' poſterity to do ſo alſo; that not one of theſe ſhould - 
know whether indeed any ſuch miracles - were 

wrought , 
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wrought, if any were reſtor'd to life or no : (for 
if they knew, then they were true: )and that among 
ſo numberleſs a crow'd . of teachers , . who 
by afſuming to Tpeak languages, raiſe\the dead, 
work figns, .drew'in thoſe Myriads to Religion 
and the ſtake , and went before them, gave them 
an example both in faith and death; that not one 
of all thoſe ſhould believe either the - Miracles or 
himſelf that did them: for if any one that did them 
did believe them, fince he knew who did'them, 
they muſt needs be certain: . but not-one of. then 
to know it, ſure is:ſuch a. thing -as:neither could 
bedon nor be imagin'd, | 

He therefore that requires. tric, evidence. in 
things” of faith which cannot bear itz he:that.calls 
. for Mathematical demonſtration , nor will believe 
- on eafier ternis, yet is ſo credulous and ſounwa- 
ry,that he can believe.ſo many. things which by the 
nature and the diſpofition-of mankind & have de- 
monſtrated not poflible, which: yet muſt be true, 
unleſs theſe ſcriptures be from God : tis plain 
he does not ſeek for certainty, but:for a pretence 
of not believing ; would fain have his Infidelity 
and Atheiſm look more excuſable, and-is not fit 
to bediſputed with but to be exploded. 

9p E But 
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' But if theſe ſcriptures be from God, then what- 
ſoever they affirm ( with modeſty I may conclude ) 
is true. And therfore when $* Luke Ads. 1. 1. de- 
clares his former treatife contain'd all that Feſus be- 
gan both to do and teach until the day in*which he was 
taken up : ſince Chriſt before he did aſcend taught 
every thing that was requir'd ta'be believ'd and 
don in. order to falvation, and more too ; ther- 
fore if his Goſpel did contain all that he taught, 
and did ,, fince it did not contain all abſo- 
lutly ,'it -muft: needs mean 1t contained. all that 
was: neceflary, or it muſt mean nothing.; And fince 
the ſame S* Luke in the beginning of that Goſpel 
doesaffirm he wrot.it, that Theophilus might know 
the certdinty of thofe thingswherein he had bin inftru- 
fed; Tis phin he avers that the certain know- 
ledg of all thoſe things wherein the having bin 
mnftruted made T heop hilus a Chriſtian, might be 
had- out of that Goſpels and whenS* Paul ſays 
here, that zbe Holy Scriptures are able to make us wiſe 
wnto ſakvation through faith which is in Chriſt Ze- 
fee and $' Johnin his 20:chap.: v. ga; that tho he 
had not wrot all the ihings''that Zefus did, yet thofe 
that he had wrat were written, that we might believe 
| that Jeſus mas the C "ſl the fon of God, and that be- 


lieving 
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lieving we might have life through his name ; Tis e- 
vident the Scriptures ſay that what, -was written 
was ſufficient to work that belief which was ſuf- 
ficient to life and ſalvation , as far as thecredende 
do.concur to: it. And when S* Faul in that verſe 
that ſucceeds my text, in moſt expreſs particular 
words ſets down the uſefullneſs of Scripture in 
each ſeveral duty of a man of God, or preacher of 
the Gofpel;both for Do&rine of faith, for reproof 
or correfion of manners, and in/trufion unto righ- 
teouſneſs, and tells you Gods expreſs end in in- 
ſpiring iT, and conſequently irs ability when ſo 
inſpir*d was, that themat.of God might be-made per- 
fe, throughly furniſht unto every good work that be- 
longs to his whole office ; tis. moſt certain that 
what is ſufficient for that. office to 178FraF, reprove, 
corre} and teach in , muſt ineteds be ſufficient to 
believe and prafiſe in for allmen: i. e. what my 
text affirms, they are able to make us wiſe unto 
ſalvation. 

I mightcall in Tradition univerſal to bear wit 
neſs to this truth for holy Scriptures, if having 
once demonſtrated that they are Gods ' word, 
when that does affirm it, and bears witneſs to 
it, there were need of any other. And this Idare 

E 2 boldly 
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boldly fay,:that if the 'Scripture did ſay as expreſ- 

ly, that-the Pope. had a'ſupremacy or 'ſoveragni- 
ty over the whole Church, or that he or the Ro- 
man Church were infallible ; : their definition, 
or the living voice. of their prefent Church:, a 
moſt ſure rule of: Faith , as it does fay Scripture 
3 able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, thoſe Articles 
would ſuffer no diſpute, it would be blaſphemy 
or ſacriledg to limit or explain them by diſtin&i- 
ons, when thoſe ſayings of the perfeftneſs of 
Scriptures. are forc't to bear many. Then we 
ſhould have. no complaints / of the obſcurity of 
thoſe books';.if thole articles were either in the 
Greek or Hebrew, they would never ſay the 
Bible were not fit to. be a Rule of Faith , becauſe 
the Language were: unknown to the unlearned, 
andthey conld not be:infallibly-ſecure ofthe Tranſ- 
lation; were they there they would account them 
ſure enough, who think them plain enough al- 
ready there, and that we muſt believe them be- 
cauſe; Thou art Peter, Feed my" ſheep, and Tell the 
Church. are there. 

And for him that "ſhalt affirm, all neceſfiries 
| that muſt make us wiſe anto falvatioz are not {in 
' the' Scripture, 'tis impoſuble togive a rational ac- 

count 
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count how it ſhould come to paſs that ſome are | 
there,the reſt are not. 
It muſt be either on defign, or elſe by chance. 
Now 1. That God ſhould defign, when very ma- 
ny things that were not neceflary were to be writ- 
ten, that the 'maifrand fundamental ones ſhould | 
be omitted : and when of the neceflaries moſt 
he did defign for Scripture , then He ſhould not | 
ſuffer the Apoſtles to write the remainder of them: 
and yet what he would not ſuffer them to write , 
deſign'd that the Trent Fathers ( who I hope 
have perfe&ed the Catalogue ) ſhould write all: 
of theſe fince *tis not poflible to give a reaſon , 
'tis not therfore rational to affirm it was upon 
deſign. But 
2. If heſhall ſay it only happen'd ſo by chance, 
he does affront both Scriptures, and Gods' Ho- 
ly Spirit, who, as they aftirm, inſpir'd them for 
this very end, to bring men to the faith and ro ſal- 
vation. But there is no place for chance in thoſe 
things that are don in order to anend , by the 
| deſign, impulſe and motion of the infinit wiſdom 
of Gods' holy Spirit. -He certainly does moſt un- 

worthily.: reproch- his Maker, who can think: it 
poſlible, that what he did deſign expreſsly &d-on | 
E 3 that | 
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that account alone to attain ſuch an end by(name. 
ly that men ſhould believe and be ſav'd ) and in- 
ſpire it for that purpoſe, ſhould yer fail , not be 
ſufficient for that purpoſe. And fure if it be ſuffi. 
cient it contains all neceiſaries, otherwiſe 1t were 
deficient in the main ; yea fo clearly alſo, as that 
they, for whoſe ſalvation they are intended, may 
' with uſe of ſuch methods.as are obvious and agreed 
| upon by all men, underſtand them : for otherwiſe 
| they could rat be ſufficicatzif men could not be in- 
ſrrufted by them in things neceflary both to faith 
| and life,they could not make them wiſe unto ſalvation, 
1 TI muſtconfeſstueScripturelabors under a great 
prejudice againſt this dofrine, from the different 
ſenſes and interpretations that are made of it, e- 
ven in the moſt fundamental points, by them that 
grant itis the word of God ; when yetall uſe the 
ſame means to find out the meaning and no 
doubt they ſeek ſincerely after it. But yet I think it 
evident this happens not from the obſcurity of 
Scripture, ſince it is not only in the' moſt expreſs 
texts; but alſo if you ſhould ſuppoſe the do&rins 
were asplain ſet down there as words can expreſs 
them, yet there are ſuch principles, affum'd- into 
the Mich of different ſe&s, as muſt oblige them 


co 
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co interpret diverſly the ſame plain words, I am 
not ſo vain as to imagin that no places are obſcure 
in Scripture , and I know that learned men have 
arts by obſcure places to confound the plaineſt, 
juſt as the Philoſopher did motion. Neither an I 
ſo perverſe and fingular not to think that univer- 
ſal praQtiſe and profeſtion of the Church does 
much aſſure and confirm explications of Scri. 
ptures , whether obſcure or plain. But this I ſay, 
that the diverfities of explication come, as I now 
ſaid, from the diverſity of principles or rather pre- 
judices, and that this only is the cauſe of it I thus 
demonſtrate. 

Firſt in the Socinian, who interprets all thoſe 
Scriptures, which the Catholic world hath ftill 
apply'd to the Divinity and fatisfa&ion of Chritt, 
that I name no more points, otherwiſe then the 
Church did alway; and I affirm he does it,not be- 
cauſe he thinks the words do favor his tnterpre- 
tation, but becauſe his principle requires it; name- 
ly this, To admit nothing into his fatth but what 
agrees with that which he counts reaſon , which 
in aSocinians faith is judg of all points. m the laſt 
reſort. And I mean reaſon upon natural prinet- 


ples, and thus I prove it. Socinus ſpeaking of 
Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's ſatisfa&ion, ſays the word is not in Scri. 
Eg pvidene- pture, * yet if it were there very often I would not 


tian;fi non ſemel 


ſedjepe idin believe it, becauſe it does not confiſt with right 


ſacris monimen= 


zi; crptume*- reaſon, that is with the argnments that he had 


earet,non idcir- 


ono te15% brought againſt it drawn from human principles, 


ee Tk And therefore he there adds; thoſe things which 


Cer Srogores £18 apparent cannot be, ( z. e. that appear ſuch 
7m ton. 2 to him who judges by the principles of natural 
reaſon , which yet.cannot judg of ſupernatural and 

infinite beings, ) tho the Holy Scripture does ex- 

 preſly ſay they are, yet muſt not beadmitted ; (g 

idcirco facra verba in alium ſenſum quam ipſa ſonant per 
inuſitatos etiam tropos quandog; explicantur: aud for 

this reaſon we' make uſe of even unuſual tropes, 

ſtrain'd: figures to explain the words of Holy writ 

to other ſenſes then the words themſelves import. 

And ſo he therfore ſerves that great variety of 

words by which the Scripture does expreſs Chriſts 
ſuftering for our fins, in our ſtead,” as our ſacri- 

fice; againſt the,univerſal notions of thoſe words, 

not only which the Church of Chriſt, but which 

the Jew's and which the heathen- world had of 

them. And'when his reaſon told him that Chriſt 

could not be God one with his Father, that he was 

lo far from having any being from eternity , as 

that 
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that he was not at all, till he had abeing from the 
Blefſed Virgin; Therfore when the'Sctipture ſaies 
dire&ly * 1 and the Father are one ,. he muſt ſtrain it... ,, 
to this meaning, are of one mind ; we agree in 

one: altho $* 7obn avert thar, by*Yiſtinguiſhing rinks 
thoſe'two expreſsly. ' Yea. worſt) when 6 prove Gif, md tee 
that Chriſt had a being e*re the world was made, te Spire nd 


we urge from the firſt Chap. to the *:Hebr. what th- 2bod, and 
$* Paul produvesifroni the © Zſalms, and tes ap- im. 
ply to. him moſt! particularly. Thou Lord in the ls 
beginning haft 1ai'd the foundation of the earth , and —— i: 
the Heavens are the works of thine hands ; they ſhall pe- 
riſh,” but thou remaineft, and they all ſball wax old as 
dots agarment ; and as a veſture ſhalt thou fold them 
up, and they ſhall be changed : but thou art the ſame, 
and thy years fhall-not fail. They explain it thus : 
that God by Chriſt willat laft deftroy theſe Hea- 
vens, and this Earth , and changethem, accor- 
ding to that ſaying'in the Pſalms; which altho the 
Apoſtle produce at length ,  as:ir ſtood there, both 
- concerning * the ' Creation and deftruftion of the 
world, yet he intended only te apply this laſt to 
Chriſt; And:tho! he-fay as well of. the ſame Lord; 
Thou Lordiin the: beginning didf:lay the foundation wf 
the eatth,and the heavens are the works of thine hands, 
F as 
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as, thoy ſhalt change them; yet hemeant no more 
but that this change God: would effe& by Chriſt. 
It is not poſlible that the text can give any the 
leaſt countenance to this interpretation, The dif. 
ferent explication of this Scripture does not come 

from- the obſcurity of any words in it; for in 
the Z/alm they and we underſtand the ſame words 
in the ſame ſenſe exaQly ;. therfore that we 
differ here,is nat from any thingin the words. quo- 
ted, but is wholly from the Principle. And we 
may not wonder, for the plain ſenſe will not ſute 
with their Hypotheſis. 

There are no . other that are inſtanc'd in as dif- 
fering from us in points of faith. but the Ro- 
maniſts. I know not whether they account thoſe 
differences to be in things neceflary to ſalvation. 

Tre reeſonenter *If that be true that they allow ( for what cauſe 
en ig they know beſt,) ſome that are reconcil'd to their 
#57. Church to communicate with ours , that is, join 
' in our worſhip, and by doing fo own the profef- 

fion of our faith in diſtinQtion to that of others, or 

at leaſt efpouſe the ſcandal of the owning it; Then 

one would think they muſt accgunt ;that; there is 

nothing in our warſhip donthat is unfawful, nor 

omitted that is neceffary:, nor any thing Hereti- 

cal 
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cal profeſt , at leaſt that there's no ſcandal in the 
owning that profeſſion. For ifthere were, they 
did allow them only to profefs and a& groſs fin, 
which certainly they would not do. So that poor 
Proteſtants when they are pleas'd to giveleave may 
be no Heretics, and therfore there is nothing of 
it ſelf in that profeſſion faulty, But yet on the 04 
ther fide fince we ſee they catl us Heretics , and 
when they have no power over us, damn ns co Hell 
fires, and when they have had power;4damn'd us ro 
the fire and fagor alfo ; fure they think the difte- 
rences to be in things neceffary. Butyer the ac- 
count is eaſy, how notthe obfcurity of Scriptute, 
but 2 Principle or prejudice:'does. eatſe this. For 
We are bound: in confcience to grant they believe 
their own Principles. Now 'tis a Principle with 
them, that their Church cannot erre, and theefore 
thar their preſent fairh and confequent depending 
practiſe was their faitk and praQtife alwaies. That-t 
may appear fo, they muſt ſeek for countenance 
from Scripture: and if any thing there: feem' to 
chwarr their faith or prafife,they muſt fmoorh and! 
diſpuiſe it , that it may look friendly. And 'tis 
moſt certain if the Scripture ſhould be never ſo 
expreſs againſt them, whilſt they think it is got 
y 2 poſlible 


« L-1 .de Sant. 
Beatit-c. 17. 
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poſſible that they can err, they cannot think it- 
poſſible Scripture can mean what it pretends to 
ſpeak. Twere eaſy to make inſtances, 'As firſt for 
invocation of the Saints departed , which with 
them isa point of faith , * Bellar. and- Cochleus 
produce that of the Pſalms., /will lift up mine eyes 
unto the hills from whence cometh my belp.Pſalm, 127. 
1, andaltho thetext direQ&s that looking up ex- 
preſsly to the Lord that made heaven and earth, v.2, 
and tho it be, Principle with them, that on thoſe 
everlaſting hills: there were- no Saints in Davids 
time that could be. invocated,: they were all in /im- 
bo then they ſay ;: yet as I ſaid, they would have. 
countenance ; from - Scripture, and. for want -of| 


better they are therefore forc'd: to interpret thoſe 


words, {will lift up mine eys unto the Hills, thus, 1 
will invocate-the Saints. Now will any fay 'tis the 
obſcurity of this Scripture that does hinder Prote- 
ſtants from ſeeing the bright evidence of this ar- 
oument, and not rather that-it is the. weak founda- 
tion-of this praftice that -does:make the-Romaniſts: 
ſeek to build it. on thoſe mountains?So among thoſe 
ſeveral texts which in the 2® Nicen general Coun- 
cil are produc't for: adoration of the images of 
Chriſt: and 'of 'the-Saints;;-and are expounded to 

eyince 
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evince it, none is phiner-then that which I pro- 
duced now -from Bellarmin. I ſhall give one or 
two examples from the Pſalms : * Thy face Lord ;f/a1-7-8. 
will I feek.: * and, Lord lift thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon us : and again, © the rich among the 
people ſhall entreat thy face:therefore David thought 
the pifure of Chriſt was to be ador'd. Ir is their 
own 9 concluſion from theſe texts,. And they have -———"—_—_ 
no better for it. Yet they ſaw the doftrine in theſe 
ſo apparently , as that- with great oppoſition to 
great Councils , and more blood ſhed: I think 
then yet ever any dofrine hath bin ſetled with, 
it was impos'd. Yea more,the. firſt experiment of 
the Popes power over: Soveraign Princes was on 
the account of this ſame dofrine: when for op- 
poſing Image-worſhip Gregory the 2%xcommunica- 
ted the Greek Emperour, Pope *ConStantine for the —_— 
ſame cauſe indeed had 14 years before don fo to of” 7'*> * 
Philippicus, but he did not go much further, where- + 
as Gregory abſoly'd theEmperors ſubjefts in the Ro- 
manDutchy fromtherrAllegiance;commanded them . ,,,,.,,.,.. 
not to pay him any tribute,nor inany wiſe obey him; 77% 14 — 
whereupon they *kill'd their Governors,and *ſwore , tm uhte” 
ni ſacramento ſe Pontificis vitam ſtarumg; in perpetuum deſenſ;ros, atgue ejus in. "an Loos 


rat; obtemperaturos jurarunt. Ita Roma Komaniſqz ducarus 4 Gracis ad Romanun Feontificem perventitsSigon. 
de Regno [tal. ad annum 727. | 2.p. 105. 


F. 3 « obedience. 


e Pſal. 45.12. 
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obedience tothe Pope. And this was the begin- 
ning of $* Peters patrimony, and it was thus gotten 
by this dofrine, which they faw fo cleerly in 
theſe Scriptures; when they cannot ſee the con- 
trary-in thoſe plain words, 7hou ſhalt not make to 
thy felf any whether Graven image or ido[1t matters 
not, fince it follows , nor the likeneſs of any thing 
which is in heaven above, &c. nor in thoſe where 
God takes care expreſly that himſelf be not wor- 
ſhip't by an image Det. 4. 15. and then judg if 
'tis obſcurity or plainneſs that makes them ſee or 
not ſee dodrines in the Scripture : rather if it be 
not meerly the neceflity of prejudice. So again 
we differ in the meaning of the 14” chap. of the 
I. Cor. where we think S* Paul aflerts and. argues, 
yea and chides againſt all ſervice im an unknown 
rongue in the public afſemblies , ſaying all muſt 
©1Cor. 1.5. ÞE don thereſo asit maybe © underſtood, and to 
2.19.2: edification, But that which is perform'd there in 
#914157 an unknown tongue does not *edify ſays he there: 
yer to juſtify this prafice they-mutt: make 1t have 
*peſil. Mag. in a different meaning, which no Fathers counte- 


reg. brevior. jn- 


rrog. 278. q * 
revs. 278 Nance, but which * ſeveral expound as wedo, yea 


Theodor.(g Cecumen. in locum &c. and the commentary under S* Ambreſe's name makes theſe who in 
the Church of Corinth would uſe an nnknown tongue in their ſacred offices,(againſt whom S* Pon! 
diredts his ſpeech,and rakes occaſion for that which he ſaies in this chap. converted Hebrew's; who 
would it ſhould ſeem perform the ſervice or at leaſt ſome parts of it in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 


asthey had bin don of old in the Synagogues,in the Hebrew tongue, which the Corinthians under- 
ſtoud not, againſt which St. Paul diſpures. X and 
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and diverſe of their own do ſo too, and particu- 
larly their Pope Z7ohn 8" in his 247 ® Epiſtle ,,75.* + 
writing expreſly on that Subje&. Once more, ſo 
their half communion , -that it may be reconcil'd 
with that expreſs command ® Drink yeeall of it: and 
this do, oblizes them to find another meaning: 
drink, ye all muſt be direfted to them only as A- 
poſtles ; and do this muſt fignify conſecrate the 
Elements, altho S* Paul apply it moſt direaly to 
the drinking, and the drinking to his lay Co- 155 
rinthians. Nor dare they ſay in truth it means the 

other, for S*Pau/ when he does ſay do this, did not 

intend to make his Lay Corinthians male and female *7* be come 


of Trent Seſſ.22. 


all *prieſts,and give them power to conſecrate. The ©: 2-ewv- 


words are plain, ther's nothing in the text obſcure - pa 


that makes us differ ; but the praftiſe had by little $7724.40 


this , quoting 


& littlegrown upon them, rill it became Univerſal, chew ef i 


and ſo grew into their faith : and then fince they oo pre 8 Gaye, 


I1 did net con- 
believe they cannot erre, they muſt expound//9ipfs. 
Chriſt's words ſo as they may not contradi@ 2/90 
their praiſe ; becauſe that would overthrow 592,95,” 
cheir Principle, — 

Bur the Charch that builds upon na. Principle- 
bit” Gods -word, can have no temration to pervert | 
or ſtrain it, fince what ever does appear to be the: 


meaning; 


* Mat. 26. 27. 
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- I Cor.1 1-27. 


meaning of it, that their Principle muſt needs eh- 
| gage them to believe, And therfore if it ſay This 
' my body, we believe it; if it ſaies too after conſe- 
cration it is * bread, we believe that alſo: and be. 
caule it therfore ſays 'tis both , we ſo believe it 
one that it may be the other ; which ſince both 
ſay it is impoſſible that it can be ſubſtantially, 
neither hath God in expreſs words told us which 
it is ſubſtantially; therfore ſecing when he callsir 
body, he is inſtituting his Sacrament, there's all 
reaſon -in the world he ſhould mean Sacramental- 
ly ; ſince 'tis the moſt proper meaning : and- by 
conſequence 'tis bread ſubſtantially, as all waiesof 
judging in_ the world aflure us. Here's no ſtreſs 


-on Scripture, as there 1s no Principle to ferve; 


when iSqþeother makes us differ , not in 'Scri- 
pture only , even where 'tis plaineſt ; but tradi 
tion too, For the moſt expreſs and evident ſay- 
ings of the primitive Fathers are on every head of 
difterence , as much the matter of contention as 
the texts of Scripture are; as it were eaſy to de- 
monſtrate if that were my bufineſs. Sothat it is meer 
deceir to lay our quarrels to defefts 'in Gods 
word, and particularly to its obſcurity , which 
a man would think were evident enough''from 
this 
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this that Children knew it.. Thelaſt thing I am to 
ſpeak to.” + 

And that from a child thou haſt known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe un- 
to ſalvation. through faith which zs in. Chris} Fe- 


I cannot paſs this,that it is S* Chryſoffomes ob- 
ſcrvation, that Timothy was nurſt up in the Scri- 
ptures from his childhood. Yea and fince his Fa. 
ther was an Heathen, he muſt have bin taught them 
by his Grandmother Lojs , and his Mother Eunice, 
whoſe faith S* Paul ſpeaks of 2 Tim. 1.5. Chil- 
dren therfore then, and Women, and they ſureare 
Laics , read the Bible. Yea and fince they knew 
it, they muſt read it in a language which they 
underſtood : and we know where that is unlaw- 
ful now. If we confider. the firft prohibition that 
appear*d.in that Church with Synodical autority 
againſt ſuch mens having any Bibles in their own 
tongue , we ſhall find it was immediately upon 
the preaching of the Waldenſes, one 'of whoſe 
dofrines it was,* that the Scripture was the rule to 
judg of faith by*: ſo that whatſoever was not conſonant 
to that mus? be refus'd. This they preach't in France 
and over Europe in the latter end of the® 12 Cen- 
G tury : 


a Uſſer.de C hriſ. 
Eccle. ſucceſſ. 


&, 6. 6.17. 
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tury ; and that Council which forbad their hay. 
ing of the Bible, we find lately pur forth by the 
«orice. n, Frier © D- Achery as held at Tholouſe in the begin- 
24-624 ning of the 13" Century. It ſeems they apprehen- 
ded then their dodQrines hardly would abide that 
rouchſtone: And they therfore had no ſurer,more 
compendious way for its ſecurity then to prevent 
ſuch trial, taking care men ſhould not know what 
was or what was: not in Scripture. And it 1s not 
poſſible for me to give account why in their ca- 
techiſing they leave out all that part of the com- 
mandments, 7 hou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven 
image, &c, but this only, that they dare not let the 
laity compare their dofrine and their praftice 
with that Scripture, But tho it is poſhble they 
might conceive ſome danger if the whole Scri- 
pture- ſhould be expos'd, yet in thoſe portions 
which the Church it ſelf choſe out for her own of- 
fices , the /ittle leſſons, and. Epiſtles, and Goſpels, 
thoſe ſure one would think were ſafe: no,not their 
Pjalter, Breviary,nor their Hours of the Bleſſed Virgin 
mult they have tranſlated in their own tongue; 
as that* Council did determin. And traly when 
the Roman Miſfal was turn'd lately into French , 


and had bin allow'd'to be ſo by the general Afſem- 
bly 
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bly of the Clergy inthe year * 1650, and when it 'g,9m"* 


Vicuire, Gene- 


was don it had the uſual approbation of the Do- jim 
ors and ſome Biſhops, and then was printed —_—— 
at Paris with the licenſe of the Vicars general of $9 
their Archbiſhop. Yet another general aſſembly mh ain th 
of the Clergy the year 1660, whereat there were «7, 
» 36 Biſhops, upon. pain of © excommunication del Nembl 
forbid any oneto read it, and condemn NOT ON 7 Frere. 


nie a Park en 


ly that preſent craduQtion, but the thing in general 7am 1569. 


d . | , N | »P.128 of thas 
Ons, 1 extrait. 
as © poyſonons, in an Encyclical Epiftle co all — = 


Prelates of the Kingdom : and in © another they « & 7 3 
ſay of him that did tranſlate it, and the vicars ge-*+: 141 le tfens 


de noſtre mere 


neral that did defend him in it, that by doing » 7s or 


mes contre no! 1, 


ſo they did take armes againſt theChurch, attaquing i {wn «t- 


taquer juſques 


their own Mother C namely by that verſion ) at the 4: «Sen#tuci 


re,des Myſteres 


Altar, in that ſanfluary , that cloſet of her ſpouſes my- % ſn ſpore 


ponr les proſti- 
fteries to proffitute them: and in *another Epi- 


. 332. 


tle they beſeech his Holineſs Pope Alexander 9" to * 4p. 147 andthe 


ſame bull is 
damn it not in France alone but the wholeC hurch: nk 


which he then did by his © Bull, for ever inter. **4*& ft 


ot by the com 


difting that or any other verſion of thatbook," for- — _ 


1664. p. 332. 
b Miu le prefatum Galtico idiomate conſcriptum e1in poſterum alias quomadolibet conſcribendum (tg exul- 
gendum perpetuo damnamus » reprobams, 0g interdicimus) ejuſyut imMpreſS10nem, lect ionem (& retentionem 


univerſis && ſinentis utriuſque ſexns Chriſti fidelibus, cujuſcunque grads, ordinis , conditionis exiftant , 
ſub pana excomms: micationiss late ſententi ipſo Jure incurrende 44 two prohbilemus : mandantes guod 


featim quicungue illud habuerint , wel in futurum quodeyngue habebuntvealiter (oF cum effefiu ex- 


bibeant (og tradant locorum Drdinariis vel inquiſitaribus , gui awlla interpeſita morcy exemplaria igne 
comburant , ( comburi faciant. 
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| bidding all to read or* keep it on ſevereſt paines; 
commanding any one that had it to deliver it im- 
mediately .go the Inquifitor or Ordinary that 
it might be burnt forthwith. Now thus ( what- 
ever it be otherwiſe) the maſs is certainly a fa- 
crifice when *ris made a burnt offering to ap- 
peaſe his holineſs's indignation : when that ve- 
ry Memorial of Chriſts, paſſion again fufters, and 
their ſacred officesare martyr'd. To ſee the dif- 
ference - of times ; 'twas heretofore a Pagan Dio- 
cleſian , a ſtrange prodigy of cruelty , who by his 
edi& did command all Chriſtians to deliver up their 
Bibles or. their bodies to be burnt : *Twas here 
his Holineſs , Chrifts Vicar, who by his Bull or- 
ders all to give up theirs, that is all of it that they 
will allow them, and their praiers alſo , that 
they may be forthwith burnt, or themſelves to 
be excommunicated , "that is their ſouls to be de- 
voted to evernilllzmck. And whereas then thoſe 
only that did give theirs up were excommuni- 
cate, all Chriſtians ſhun'd them as. they would 
the plague; and. multitudes , whole regions- ra- 
ther gave themſelves up to the fire to preſerve their 
Bibles : now thoſe only that have none, or that 
deliver up theirs, are the crue_obedient ſons of 
that 
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chat. Church, and the thorough Catholics. I know 
men plead great danger in that book: it is repre- 
ſented«ag: the ſource of monſtrous dofrines and 
rebellias; I will not ſay theſe men are bold that 
take upon them to be wiſer then Allmighty God, 
and to ſee dangers che foreſaw not, and to pre- 
vent them-by ſuch methods as thwart his ap- 
pointments ; but I will ſay that thoſe who talk thus 
certainly deſpiſe their hearers; as if we knew not 
Hereſies were hatchet by thoſe that underſtood the 
Bible untranſlated :- and as if we never heard there 
were rebellions among them that were forbid to 
read the Bible. For if there were a Covenant a- 
mong them. that had it in their own tongue, ſo 
there was an Holy League amongſt thoſe men that 
were deni'd it. While thoſe that had the guidance 
of the ſubje&s conſcience were themſelves ſubje& 
to a forreign power , as all Prieſts of that com- 
munion- are , How- many Kings and Emperors 
have there bin that did keep the Scriptures from 
their people , but yet could.not keep their people 

from ſedition, nor themſelves from ruine by it? In 

fine when God himſelf for his own people caus'd 
his Scripture to be written in their own tongue, 
to be weekly read in. public to, and day and night 

| G3 In 


I” 

36 The Divine Autority , ' 
in private by the people; and when the Apoſtles 
by the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoft indited Scri- 
pture for the world, they did ic in the. language 
that was then moſt yulgar to the world: what 
God and the Holy Spirit thus appointed as the fit- 
teſt means for the Salvation of the world, to de- 
fine not expedient, as the Holy Fathers of 7rent 
did , looks like blaſphemy againſt God and the Ho- 
ty Spirit. But blaſphemies of this kind are not to 
be wonder'd at from that kind of men, that call the 
- Fick.3. d Scripture a dumb * judg, *a black Goſpel , incken Di- 


hier. Ecc. ST . 
b xccivs.  wVinity , <written not that they fBould be rhe rule of 


ren fls guy faith and Religion , but that they ſhould be regu- 
' Jamrig. lated by, ſubmitted to our faith; ©that the autority of 
the Church hath given canonical autority ro Scri- 
ptures, and thoſe the chief, which otherwiſe they had 
not neither from themſelves nor from their authors; 
And that if the Scriptures were not ſuftein'd by the 
autority of the Churth they wonld be of no more value 
* ridChenn. then Afops © fables. * And laſtly,that the people are per- 


examen de $. 


Can. p-47- mitted to read the bible was the invention of the De- 


fPeres. de tra=- ; 
ditpor.1 aſſert, ag], . 


; But to leave the controverſy and ſpeak ro the 
advantages which may be had from early inſtitu- 
tion in the Scripture ; 'tis ſo evident thar I need 

not 


and wrought into the mind in Childhood, that our 
youth is ſo licenctous. And 'tis not pofiible it 
can be otherwiſe, when they have nothing to OP=- 
pole to conſtitution., when tis growing, andto 
all the temcations both of obje&ts and example ; 
no ſtrift ſenſe of duty planted in them , no ſuch 
notions as would make reſiſtance to the rifings 
of their inclination, and ſeducements of ill com- 
pany; and they therefore follow and indulge to all 
of them. And in Gods name why do parents 
give their Children up to God ia their firſt infan- 
cy , deliver him ſo early a poſlefſion of them? as 
if they would have Religion to take ſeizure on 


them ſtrait, 'as ifby their baptizing them ſo ſoon, © 


they meant to.conſecrate their whole lives to Gods. 
ſervice, make them his as ſoon as they were theirs, 
as if they had bin given them meerly for Gods u- 
ſes? And they therfore enter them intro a vow of 
Religion almoſt as ſoon as they have them: why 
all this? if accordingly they do not ſeaſon and 
prepare them as they ſhall grow capable. Why 
when they are but newly born their children, do 
they take care they ſhall be regenerare and born 
again Gods children? if they do not furniſh them 
with 
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not obſerve how *tis for want of principles impreft 
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with neceſlaries, educate them into -all the qua- 
lities and hopes that appertain to the condition 
of Gods children , as well as they do to that of 
their own. That parent which not only, like 
lome delicate ones refuſes her own breaſts to her 
own infant, but provides no other to ſuſtain it; 
that does only waſh her babe from 1'ts firſt blood 
and uncleanneſs to expoſe it the more handſ{om 
prey to wolves and tigers inthe deſert, is more 
:Law. 43 ſavage then thoſe tigers: * even the ſea monſters draw 
out the breaſts, they give ſuck to their young ones , 
ſaith lamenting Zeremy, but he adds the daughter 
of my people is cruel like the Oſtrich in the wilder- 
* 7ob. 33 14-neſs,, * which leaveth her eggs in the earth, and for- 
getteth that the foot may cruſh them , or that the 
wild beaſt may break them, fhee is hardned againſi 
her young, ones ; ſuch are they who when their 
children are ſo born again to God, yet as they 
ſhall wax capable provide not that which S* Peter 
« 1Per.2.2. Calls the ſincere milk of the word that they may grow 
thereby: but from their being waſht ſo in the la- 
ver of regeneration, take no more care, but ex- 
poſe them forthwith to ſuch luſts and converſati- 
ons, as are much more wild and ſavage then thoſe 
beaſts in the compariſon ; to which they cannot 
chooſe 
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chooſe but be a prey. They ſtrive indeed, they ſay, 


to educate them into men betimes, that is, make 
them converſible and bold:and fince for that they 
muſt engage them into frequent company , where 
they ſee and hear mens follies, that I ſay no worſe; 
by that means they come to have their underſtand- 
ings fſtor'd with nothing but the Modes, and fins 
of converſation ; fill'd with froth and puddle; 
men betimes only thus, 2s they have forwarded 
their inclinations to, and got anearly underſtand- 
ing and experience of, thoſe vices, which one 
would think men only could be equal for. : But by 
this means the mind , that only part that makes 
us be men , 18 not only not improv'd, but dwarfr. 
They do not only ſtill continue ehildren in their 
underſtanding,as to any thing that's real and ſolid; 
but the hopes of reaſon are deſtroy'd in them , 
and its growth kill'd, by turniug all its nuriſh- 
ment to feed the beaſt part; and the Chriſtian 
1s Cite ſtary*d. There needs no other cauſe be gi- 
ven for the moſt part, why ſo many men have ng 
Religion , own being Libertines, and profeſs vice; 
for wan: of education they have nothing in them 
that. does check this, for they had no principles 
of a Re'igion inſtil'd inco them. Andif at any time 
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it comes to paſs that they think it is their inte. 
reſt to take upon them the profeſſion of ſome Re. 
ligion , they therfore , fince they have no Princi- 
ples nor rules to judg by, are molt apt to chooſe 
ro profeſs that Religion, which is like to be moſt 
gentle to the courſes they have ſteer'd, and are 
engag*din. Now that men hope to find ſuch an 
one, ( whether by its conſtitution I ſhall not en- 
quire but,) by i'ts praQice 1s but too appaernt. Ac- 
cordingly when they go over to it, they carry with 
them, and preſerve in itthe vices of their no Re- 
ligion ; and by conſequence they went not over 
ſcriouſly for Religion : and are therfore ſo much 
worſe now then when they own'd no Religion, 
that they do their wickedneſſes with certainty of 
eaſy abſolution, and ſv hopes of ſalvation; and 
by this are likely to be made twofold more chil- 
dren of Hell then before : and let them triumph 
in ſuch conqueſts. Ther's nothing 1n the os 
that contributes ſo much to this as mens being not 
acquainted early with , inſtrufed in, thoſe divine 
rules and obligations to piety and virtue, which 
this book the Bible does afford. If men had bin 
ſeaſon'd firſt with the knowledg and the ſenſe of 
duty, with the comforts that are In it, with the 
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apprehenſions of oreat bleſſings that attend it;and 
the miſchiefs that are conſequent, indeed effenti- 
al to impiety and vice here; and their minds were 
furniſhe with examples of both, which this book 
2bounds: with ; and their hearts too rais'd with 
expettations of far greater bleſſedneſs in a life here. 
after , and with the belief that both that blefſed- 
neſs and life ſhall have no end : and were made 
ſenſible alſo of ſtrange dreadful torments that z- 
wait the breach of duty, which ſhall alſo laſt for 
ever: If theſe impreſſions I ſay, did prevent all 0- 
ther , and take up the mind, and had in them the 
ſtamp and charafter of God, and fo there were a 
reverence and awe of him wrought in them, and 
they lookt upon him as concern'd in allthis; how 
it was his word that ſaid it; and theſe ſentiments 
weregrown into the very habit of their mind; as 
it would not be eaſy to corrupt or ſoften ſuch, ſo 
'twould be much more difficult to ſhake them, fince 
their faith is founded on 7he rock of ages. Beſides the 
Holy Scriptures carry in them ſuch an obligation of 
adhering to them, and to them alone, ſince they are 
ſufficient ts make #5 wiſe unto ſalvation, and are Gods 
word, that men would not be apt to exchange them 
forLegends,pious forgeries,for things thatcan make 
H 2 good 
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good. no»certain title from the Lord: for letthem 
ſhew an equal derivation of it, bring it. down 
through all the ages ae we have don the Scriptures 
title to him. Otherwiſe it juſtly may provoke Gods 
exclamation in "the Prophet *** Feremy 7+ Be aſto- 
*niſht O ye Heavens, and be horribly afraid,be 
<«yee very deſolate;ſaith the Lord, for my people 
* have committed two evils, they: have forſaken 
© me the fountain of living waters, and hew'd 
* them out ciſterns, broken ciſterns that can hold 
* no water: ciſterns therfore that -may leave them 
in aſtate to want a drop of water”, when their 
rongue ſhall be horribly tormented : whereas he 
that drinks that /iving water which Chriſt gives, 


b Job. 4.14. bs ® word » ſhall never thirft, bur it ſhall be a well of 


" water in him ſpringing up to everlaſting lite. 


